
July 2014, Issue 2 
 

Overrules is the official quarterly newsletter for all tennis officials in USTA Northern. 
Items included in each quarterly issue are upcoming news and notes, 
trainings/evaluations, rules and procedures updates, milestones, introductions to new 
officials and a showcase about an official working in our Section. Ideas and information 
is always welcome. If you have anything you would like to add, please e-mail Kristi 
Bushinski at bushinski@northern.usta.com. 

 
A Message From Our Chair of Officials … Tim Kurtt 
Another quarter has past and I would like to thank you for all your hard work on the courts! It's always an 
ongoing process to add new officials to our ranks. I encourage all of you to think of professional people 
you know who love the game of tennis and talk with them about becoming an official. Most times it's a 
passing conversation that sparks interest in becoming an official. Take a few minutes to think of a few 
people and chat about tennis officiating the next time you see them. Thanks again for all your hard work 
and enjoy the rest of the summer. --- Tim 
 

Upcoming Trainings/Evaluations 
There are not any training sessions scheduled at this time.  If anyone is looking to move their ranking up, 
(i.e., college level) and would like to attend a Level 2 chair clinic or be evaluated please let Kristi 
Bushinski know. 

 

News and Notes 
Calendar/Schedule Blocking – Thank you to everyone for keeping their calendars updated with their 
availability in Arbiter. Please continue to keep your calendars updated. 
 
Who is Working Higher Level Events Outside of the Section? – Look at all the USTA Northern 
officials who are working professional events around the country. For more information on how you too 
can apply to work professional events, please contact Tim Kurtt at timkurtt@aol.com. 

 
• Ron Jacobus Jr. in July worked the Men's 10K tournament in Godfrey, Ill., as a Chair 

umpire and August 25-Sept. 4 will be working at the US Open in N.Y. 
• Tim Kurtt will be working July 23 – August 3, 2014 in Decatur, Ill., for the Men’s 10K as 

Chair/Chief, and August 18 – September 8, 2014 he will be at the US Open. 
• Doug Miller will be working the WTA event in New Haven, Conn., for nine days in 

August. In September, he will work in Albuquerque, N.M., for a Women's 75K tournament 
for eight days. Both of these events will be through the finals. 

• Vyasachar Mohan will be working in July in Washington, D.C. for the ATP/WTA. In 
August, he will be in Cincinnati, Ohio, for the ATP/WTA Masters Series event. In 



August/September, he will be at the US Open, and in September he will be in 
Albuquerque for the 75K Women’s challenger. 

• Jan Schreier worked Winnetka (Ill.) Men's Challenger in July, and will work at the ATP 
events in Cincinnati and Winston-Salem in August. 

 
Way to go Northern Officials, keep up the great work! Please forward information for future 
newsletters to Kristi Bushinski at Bushinski@northern.usta.com. 
 

Rules/Procedures Updates 
 

Reminder About: Roving Duties and Responsibilities 

 

When you arrive at a site check in with your tournament director to find out format, courts being used and 
if you are using singles sticks or not. 

Court prep at the beginning of the day 

 Check all nets for proper height, pick up all stray balls and open curtains if needed. 

When you rove your courts have court awareness 

 Where is the closest bathroom? 

 Where is the closest water and is it close enough can additional water containers be 
put out so water can be closer to the courts? 

 Try to make sure as you watch one court that you are aware of what is happening on 
your other courts. 

 Try to get to courts that the score is close or that may be going into a tie break. 

 Watch for courts about to split sets so you can be there to either time their 10 minute 
rest period and get them new balls or to time the 3 minute rest before you watch the tie 
break 

 Make sure the singles sticks get removed for doubles and put back in for singles 

 When a player seeks you out go watch their court as requested but if you watch two 
to three games and there are no issues you may want to begin roving your courts 
again but continue to watch that court in case you need to return. 

When a match ends before the next match comes on… 

 Check net height. 

 Check singles sticks for proper placement. 

 Pick up any balls left on the court. 

Discipline 

 Always remember if it looks like a code then it is a code. 

 However sometimes just a caution is enough 

 Always enforce the rules of tennis but make sure you also educate on them as well.  
Meaning know your audience and sometimes you need to teach a rule instead of 
enforce a rule. 

 

Milestones 
Birthdays this Quarter … Happy Birthday to all! 

 James Robertson – July 27 

 Khai Tran – August 16 

 Paul Anderson – September 13 

 Rachel Reese – September 26 

 Dennis Hayden – September 27 

 Robbie Hank – September 28 
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Getting To Know USTA Northern Official ... 
Vyasachar Mohan 
 
How long have you been an official? 
I have been an official for 18 years. 
 
How and why did you get started? 
I wanted to be an official for a long time since graduate 
school. Because of work, family and other commitments I 
did not start earlier.   

 
What has been your biggest highlight as an official? 

Working at the US Open, Davis Cup and Wimbledon qualifiers. 
 
Why should someone else become an official? 

It is not for everybody, but if you have the passion for the game and want to contribute, 
one should try it. 

 
What advice would you give young officials who are looking to advance to the 
professional level? 

Work hard, learn from the experienced officials and be persistent. It was not easy for me, 
but I was persistent. 


